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Memorandum 
To: Interested parties 
From: Future Majority 
Subject: This week in the states 
 
Three things to know this week that happened outside the Beltway: 
 

• In Wisconsin, Democrats expected Appeals Court Judge Lisa Neubauer to 
easily win a seat on the state Supreme Court against Republican Appeals Court 
Judge Brian Hagedorn on April 2. Hagedorn was hammered earlier this year for 
extreme and anti-gay comments and was abandoned by some of the GOP 
establishment, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the Wisconsin 
Realtors Association.  As of Thursday, however, Neubauer was down 5,800 
votes to Hagedorn, who claimed victory. Hagedorn portrayed Neubauer as a 
socialist and was helped by a $1 million independent expenditure by the 
Republican State Leadership Committee, which ran ads calling Neubauer 
“Liberal Lisa”, with Trump praising Hagedorn and suggesting radical out of state 
interests were trying to take down Hagedorn like they tried to take down Brett 
Kavanaugh. Hagedorn was helped by a 20% increase in Republican voter 
turnout. Political observers are crediting Hagedorn’s strong showing to an awake 
Trump base. (link) (link) 
 

• In Illinois, Chicago elected Lori Lightfoot mayor on April 2, marking the city’s first 
African American woman and first openly-gay mayor. (link) 

 
• In Pennsylvania, Democrat Pam Iovino defeated Republican D. Raja in the April 

2 special election to win the 37th state senate district 52-48. Donald Trump won 
the Pittsburgh-area seat by 6 points in 2016. This was the second Pittsburgh-
area state senate seat to switch to Democratic control since 2018. (link) 

 
Elsewhere in the states: 
 

• In Michigan, a scandal is brewing around Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan (D) and 
his personal relationship with Dr. Sonia Hassan, his fundraising support for her 
nonprofit, which has also received $358,000 in city grants. (link) 
 

• High ranking House Member Ben Ray Lujan announced he will run for the U.S. 
Senate in New Mexico that will be left open in 2020 due to the retirement of 
Democratic Senator Tom Udall.  (link) 

 
Tell us what’s happening in your state. Email us at political@futuremajority.org.  
 
 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/investigations/daniel-bice/2019/04/03/wisconsin-politics-winners-and-losers-jaw-dropped-election/3350481002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2019/03/26/wisconsin-supreme-court-gop-group-spending-1-m-help-brian-hagedorn/3275973002/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/politics/elections/ct-met-chicago-election-results-mayors-race-lightfoot-preckwinkle-20190402-story.html
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/how-democrat-pam-iovino-flipped-a-pittsburgh-area-state-senate-district/Content?oid=14477465
https://www.freep.com/in-depth/news/local/michigan/detroit/2019/04/04/mike-duggan-sonia-hassan-detroit/3367208002/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/01/us/politics/ben-ray-lujan-senate.html
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